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MOBILE STATION-ASSISTED
INTERFERENCE MITIGATION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a continuation of International Patent Application
No.PCT/CA2011/050286, entitled MOBILE STATION-AS-
SISTED INTERFERENCE MITIGATION, by inventors
William Gage and Robert Novak, filed on May 10, 2011, now
pending, and incorporated by reference in its entirety.

International Patent Application No. PCT/CA2011/
050283, entitled SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR MOBILE
STATION-ASSISTED INTERFERENCE MITIGATION,
by inventors William Gage and Robert Novak, filed on May
10, 2011, describes exemplary methods and systems and is
incorporated by reference in its entirety.

International Patent Application No. PCT/CA2011/
050287, entitled ACCESS POINT FOR MOBILE STATION-
ASSISTED INTERFERENCE MITIGATION, by inventors
William Gage and Robert Novak, filed on May 10, 2011,
describes exemplary methods and systems and is incorpo-
rated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

The realization of greater capacity in today’s wireless com-
munications environments may require the achievement of a
consistently higher signal to interference-plus-noise ratio
(SINR) over a significant percentage ofa cell’s coverage area.
Yet achievement of such a goal will require, in general,
smaller cells or alternatively, operation in a smaller region of
a cell when operating at a given transmit power level. Hence,
the current network model of higher-power outdoor macro
cells will need to be augmented by lower-power indoor and
outdoor micro- and pico-cells. While such a move towards
smaller cells will significantly increase the number of access
points within a cellular system, it will also lead to significant
coverage overlap, both planned and unplanned, between
cells.

Co-ordination of transmission and reception in today’s
cellular systems has been designed with the philosophy of
“smart network, dumb user equipment,” reflecting the tele-
phone-centric mindset of a previous era. The “smart” network
model is based on the premise that the network has a global
view, and overall control, of everything that is occurring
within the network. However, this assumption breaks down in
a heterogeneous coverage environment as it is likely that no
single, centralized network entity will have a global view and
overall control. As an example, transmission and reception
within a given cell is coordinated by the Access Point (AP)
responsible for that cell. However, operation across cell
boundaries may be un-coordinated due to different adminis-
trative domains or to difficulties encountered when commu-
nicating between APs. As a consequence, completely un-
coordinated operation may ultimately result in unacceptable
levels of interference that could negate the benefits of
improved signal levels garnered through the use of smaller
cells.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure may be understood, and its numer-
ous objects, features and advantages obtained, when the fol-
lowing detailed description is considered in conjunction with
the following drawings, in which:
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FIG. 1 depicts an exemplary system node in which the
present disclosure may be implemented;

FIG. 2 shows a wireless-enabled communications environ-
ment including an embodiment of a mobile station;

FIG. 3 is a simplified block diagram of a heterogeneous
wireless network environment comprising a plurality of
macro cells, micro cells, and pico cells;

FIG. 4 is a simplified block diagram showing the detrimen-
tal effect of co-channel inter-cell interference as mitigated in
a single frequency network;

FIG. 5 shows a process signal flow for mobile station-
assisted radio resource conflict resolution;

FIG. 6 shows a process signal flow for mobile station-
assisted radio resource assignment;

FIGS. 7a-b are a simplified block diagram of power-con-
trolled conflict resolution to mitigate interference between
wireless access points;

FIG. 8 shows a process signal flow for power-controlled
conflict resolution to mitigate interference between wireless
access points;

FIG. 9 is a simplified block diagram of a mobile station-
assisted inter-access point (AP) communications environ-
ment;

FIG. 10 simplified topological diagram showing downlink
transmit power zones;

FIG. 11 is a simplified topological diagram showing inter-
cell interference zones;

FIG. 12 is a simplified topological diagram showing
mobile station serving and contending cell sets;

FIG. 13 shows a process signal flow for interference miti-
gation procedures;

FIG. 14 is a simplified block diagram of a resource claims
and contention resolution process;

FIG. 15 is a simplified block diagram of a compact claimed
resource map;

FIG. 16 is a simplified topological diagram showing the
effect of an interfering mobile station transmitting on the
uplink from inside of an inter-cell interference zone (ICIZ);

FIG.17is ais asimplified topological diagram showing the
implementation of a mobile station to calculate path loss prior
to transmitting on the uplink from inside of an ICIZ;

FIG. 18 is a is a simplified topological diagram showing a
contention-based system as implemented for mitigating inter-
ference in a wireless local area network (WLAN).

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure is directed in general to wireless
communications systems and methods for operating same. In
one aspect, the present disclosure relates to devices and meth-
ods for using a mobile station to mitigate interference
between access points in a heterogeneous wireless network
environment.

An embodiment is directed to a mobile station comprising
processing logic operable to mitigate interference between a
first wireless access point (AP) of a plurality of access points
(APs)and atleast a second wireless AP of the plurality of APs,
processing logic operable to determine a first set of radio
resources claimed for assignment by the first AP, processing
logic operable to determine a second set of radio resources
claimed for assignment by the second AP, and processing
logic operable to communicate interference mitigation data
associated with the first and second sets of radio resources to
the first wireless AP such that interference is mitigated.

An embodiment is directed to a method for mitigating
interference between wireless access points, comprising miti-
gating interference between a first wireless access point (AP)
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of a plurality of access points (APs) and at least a second
wireless AP of the plurality of APs by using processing logic
of'a mobile station, determining, by the mobile station, a first
set of radio resources claimed for assignment by the first AP,
determining, by the mobile station, a second set of radio
resources claimed for assignment by the second AP, commu-
nicating, by the mobile station, interference mitigation data
associated with the first and second sets of radio resources to
the first wireless AP such that interference is mitigated.

Devices and methods are provided for using a mobile sta-
tion to mitigate interference between access points in a het-
erogeneous wireless network environment.

In various embodiments, the mobile station communicates
interference mitigation data acquired from a second wireless
access point (AP)to a first wireless AP. In some embodiments
the interference mitigation data references a first and second
set of radio resources.

In various embodiments, a mobile station receives a first
resource claim for a first set of radio resources from a first
wireless access point (AP) and receives a second resource
claim for a second set of radio resources from a second AP. In
one embodiment, interference mitigation data comprising the
second set of radio resource from the second resource claim is
communicated from the mobile station to the first AP. In
another embodiment, interference mitigation data compris-
ing a set of radio resources from the second resource claim
that conflict with radio resources from the first resource claim
is communicated from the mobile station to the first AP.

In one embodiment, a first set of radio resources is simul-
taneously claimed by both the first and second wireless AP.
The interference mitigation data, which comprises conflict-
ing radio resource claims from the second wireless AP, is
processed by the first wireless AP to relinquish its claim on
the first set of radio resources. The first wireless AP then
assigns radio resources from a second set of radio resources to
the mobile station such that interference with the second
wireless AP is mitigated. In another embodiment, the inter-
ference mitigation data is processed by the first wireless AP to
reduce its transmit power level (TPL) on the radio resources
assigned to the mobile station from the first set of resources
such that interference with the second wireless AP is miti-
gated. In yet another embodiment, the interference mitigation
data is processed by the first wireless AP to defer its use of the
first set of radio resources until a time when interference with
the second wireless AP will be mitigated.

In some embodiments, the interference mitigation data is
processed by the first wireless AP to assign resources from the
first set of radio resources to a second mobile station such that
interference with the second wireless AP is mitigated. In
various embodiments, the mobile station receives a first
resource claim for a first set of radio resources from the first
AP and receives a second resource claim for a second set of
radio resources from the second AP. The mobile station then
processes the first and second sets of resource claim data to
generate radio resource selection data corresponding to a
selection of radio resources from the first set of radio
resources, the radio resource selection data comprising a pref-
erence assigned by the mobile station to each selected
resource. The interference mitigation data, which comprises
the radio resource selection data, is processed by the first
wireless AP to assign radio resources from the selected set of
radio resources to the mobile station according to the prefer-
ence assigned by the mobile station.

In some embodiments, the mobile station receives a
resource claim for a set of radio resources from an AP, the
resource claim comprising radio resources assigned by the
AP to a plurality of mobile stations served by the AP. In some
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embodiments, the mobile station receives aresource claim for
a set of radio resources from an AP, the resource claim com-
prising radio resources assigned by the AP to the mobile
station. In various embodiments, a wireless access point (AP)
transmits a set of claims for radio resources, each claim for
radio resources being associated with a different transmit
power zone (TPZ). In one embodiment, the AP transmits a
first resource claim at a first transmit power level (TPL)
associated with a first TPZ and transmits a second resource
claim at a second transmit power level (TPL) associated with
a second TPZ.

In another embodiment, the AP transmits a first claim for
radio resources that comprises the identity of a first TPZ and
transmits a second claim for radio resources that comprises
the identity of a second TPZ. The AP also transmits a set of
power reference signals (PRS) wherein the AP transmits a
first PRS at a first transmit power level (TPL) associated with
the first TPZ and transmits a second PRS at a second transmit
power level (TPL) associated with the second TPZ. The
mobile station detects a PRS, identifies the associated TPZ,
and matches the identity of the TPZ with the resource claims
for either the first or second TPZ.

In yet another embodiment, the AP transmits a first claim
for radio resources that comprises pathloss data associated
with a first TPZ and transmits a second claim for radio
resources that comprises pathloss data associated with a sec-
ond TPZ. The AP also transmits a power reference signal
(PRS) at a TPL known to the mobile station. The mobile
station measures the Signal to Interference-plus-Noise Ratio
(SINR) of the received PRS, calculates the pathloss of the
PRS, and matches the calculated pathloss with the pathloss
data and the associated resource claim for either the first or
second TPZ.

Various illustrative embodiments of the present disclosure
will now be described in detail with reference to the accom-
panying figures. While various details are set forth in the
following description, it will be appreciated that the present
disclosure may be practiced without these specific details,
and that numerous implementation-specific decisions may be
made to the disclosure described herein to achieve the inven-
tor’s specific goals, such as compliance with process technol-
ogy or design-related constraints, which will vary from one
implementation to another. While such a development effort
might be complex and time-consuming, it would nevertheless
be a routine undertaking for those of skill in the art having the
benefit of this disclosure. For example, selected aspects are
shown in block diagram and flowchart form, rather than in
detail, in order to avoid limiting or obscuring the present
disclosure. In addition, some portions of the detailed descrip-
tions provided herein are presented in terms of algorithms or
operations on data within a computer memory. Such descrip-
tions and representations are used by those skilled in the art to
describe and convey the substance of their work to others
skilled in the art.

As used herein, the terms “component,” “system” and the
like are intended to refer to a computer-related entity, either
hardware, software, a combination of hardware and software,
or software in execution. For example, a component may be,
but is not limited to being, a processor, a process miming on
aprocessor, an object, an executable, a thread of execution, a
program, or a computer. By way of illustration, both an appli-
cation running on a computer and the computer itself can be
a component. One or more components may reside within a
process or thread of execution and a component may be
localized on one computer or distributed between two or more
computers.

29 <
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As likewise used herein, the term “node” broadly refers to
a connection point, such as a redistribution point or a com-
munication endpoint, of a communication environment, such
as a network. Accordingly, such nodes refer to an active
electronic device capable of sending, receiving, or forward-
ing information over acommunications channel. Examples of
local area network (LAN) or wide area network (WAN) nodes
include computers, packet switches, cable modems, Data
Subscriber Line (DSL) modems, and wireless LAN (WLAN)
access points. Examples of Internet or Intranet nodes include
host computers identified by an Internet Protocol (IP)
address, routers and WLAN access points. Likewise,
examples of nodes in cellular communication include base
stations, relays, base station controllers, home subscriber
servers, Gateway GPRS Support Nodes (GGSN), Serving
GPRS Support Nodes (SGSN), Serving Gateways (SGW),
and Packet Gateways (PGW).

Other examples of nodes include client nodes, server
nodes, peer nodes and access nodes. As used herein, a mobile
station is a client node and may refer to wireless devices such
as mobile telephones, smart phones, personal digital assis-
tants (PDAs), handheld devices, portable computers, tablet
computers, and similar devices or other user equipment (UE)
that has telecommunications capabilities. Such mobile sta-
tions may likewise refer to a mobile, wireless device, or
conversely, to devices that have similar capabilities that are
not generally transportable, such as desktop computers, set-
top boxes, or sensors. Likewise, a server node, as used herein,
refers to an information processing device (e.g., a host com-
puter), or series of information processing devices, that per-
form information processing requests submitted by other
nodes. As likewise used herein, a peer node may sometimes
serve as a client node, and at other times, as a server node. In
a peer-to-peer or overlay network, a node that actively routes
data for other networked devices as well as itself may be
referred to as a supernode.

An access point, as used herein, refers to a node that pro-
vides a client node access to a communication environment.
Examples of wireless access points include cellular network
base stations and wireless broadband (e.g., WiFi, WIMAX,
etc) access points, which provide corresponding cell and
WLAN coverage areas. As used herein, a macrocell is used to
generally describe a traditional wide-area cellular network
cell coverage area. Such macrocells are typically found in
suburban areas, rural areas, along highways, or in less popu-
lated areas. As likewise used herein, a microcell refers to a
cellular network cell with a smaller coverage area than that of
a macrocell. Such micro cells are typically used in a densely
populated urban area. Likewise, as used herein, a picocell
refers to a cellular network coverage area that is less than that
of'a microcell. An example of the coverage area of a picocell
may be a large office complex, a shopping mall, or a train
station. A femtocell, as used herein, currently refers to the
smallest commonly accepted area of cellular network cover-
age. As an example, the coverage area of a femtocell is suf-
ficient for homes or small businesses.

As likewise used herein, a mobile station communicating
with a wireless access point associated with a macrocell is
referred to as a “macrocell client.” Likewise, a mobile station
communicating with a wireless access point associated with a
microcell, picocell, or femtocell is respectively referred to as
a “microcell client,” “picocell client,” or “femtocell client.”

The term “article of manufacture” (or alternatively, “com-
puter program product”) as used herein is intended to encom-
pass a computer program accessible from any computer-read-
able device or media. For example, computer readable media
can include but are not limited to magnetic storage devices
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(e.g., hard disk, floppy disk, magnetic strips, etc.), optical
disks such as a compact disk (CD) or digital versatile disk
(DVD), smart cards, and flash memory devices (e.g., card,
stick, etc.).

The word “exemplary” is used herein to mean serving as an
example, instance, or illustration. Any aspect or design
described herein as “exemplary” is not necessarily to be con-
strued as preferred or advantageous over other aspects or
designs. Those of skill in the art will recognize many modi-
fications may be made to this configuration without departing
from the scope, spirit or intent of the claimed subject matter.
Furthermore, the disclosed subject matter may be imple-
mented as a system, method, apparatus, or article of manu-
facture using standard programming and engineering tech-
niques to produce software, firmware, hardware, or any
combination thereof to control a computer or processor-based
device to implement aspects detailed herein.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a system node 100 suitable
for implementing one or more embodiments disclosed herein.
In various embodiments, the system node 100 comprises a
processor 110, which may be referred to as a central processor
unit (CPU) or digital signal processor (DSP), network con-
nectivity interfaces 120, random access memory (RAM) 130,
read only memory (ROM) 140, secondary storage 150, and
input/output (I/0) devices 160. In some embodiments, some
of'these components may not be present or may be combined
in various combinations with one another or with other com-
ponents not shown. These components may be located in a
single physical entity or in more than one physical entity. Any
actions described herein as being taken by the processor 110
might be taken by the processor 110 alone or by the processor
110 in conjunction with one or more components shown or
not shown in FIG. 1.

The processor 110 executes instructions, codes, computer
programs, or scripts that it might access from the network
connectivity interfaces 120, RAM 130, or ROM 140. While
only one processor 110 is shown, multiple processors may be
present. Thus, while instructions may be discussed as being
executed by a processor 110, the instructions may be executed
simultaneously, serially, or otherwise by one or multiple pro-
cessors 110 implemented as one or more CPU chips.

In various embodiments, the network connectivity inter-
faces 120 may take the form of modems, modem banks,
Ethernet devices, universal serial bus (USB) interface
devices, serial interfaces, token ring devices, fiber distributed
data interface (FDDI) devices, wireless local area network
(WLAN) devices, radio transceiver devices such as code divi-
sion multiple access (CDMA) devices, global system for
mobile communications (GSM) radio transceiver devices,
long term evolution (LTE) radio transceiver devices, world-
wide interoperability for microwave access (WiMAX)
devices, and/or other well-known interfaces for connecting to
networks, including Personal Area Networks (PANs) such as
Bluetooth. These network connectivity interfaces 120 may
enable the processor 110 to communicate with the Internet or
one or more telecommunications networks or other networks
from which the processor 110 might receive information or to
which the processor 110 might output information.

The network connectivity interfaces 120 may also be
capable of transmitting or receiving data wirelessly in the
form of electromagnetic waves, such as radio frequency sig-
nals or microwave frequency signals. Information transmitted
or received by the network connectivity interfaces 120 may
include data that has been processed by the processor 110 or
instructions that are to be executed by processor 110. The data
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may be ordered according to different sequences as may be
desirable for either processing or generating the data or trans-
mitting or receiving the data.

In various embodiments, the RAM 130 may be used to
store volatile data and instructions that are executed by the
processor 110. The ROM 140 shown in FIG. 1 may likewise
be used to store instructions and data that is read during
execution of the instructions. The secondary storage 150 is
typically comprised of one or more disk drives or tape drives
and may be used for non-volatile storage of data or as an
overflow data storage device if RAM 130 is not large enough
to hold all working data. Secondary storage 150 may likewise
be used to store programs that are loaded into RAM 130 when
such programs are selected for execution. The I/O devices
160 may include liquid crystal displays (LCDs), Light Emit-
ting Diode (LED) displays, Organic Light Emitting Diode
(OLED) displays, projectors, televisions, touch screen dis-
plays, keyboards, keypads, switches, dials, mice, track balls,
voice recognizers, card readers, paper tape readers, printers,
video monitors, or other well-known input/output devices.

FIG. 2 shows a wireless-enabled communications environ-
ment including an embodiment of a mobile station as imple-
mented in an embodiment of the disclosure. Though illus-
trated as a mobile phone, the mobile station 202 may take
various forms including a wireless handset, a pager, a smart
phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA). In various embodi-
ments, the mobile station 202 may also comprise a portable
computer, a tablet computer, a laptop computer, or any com-
puting device operable to perform data communication
operations. Many suitable devices combine some or all of
these functions. In some embodiments, the mobile station 202
is not a general purpose computing device like a portable,
laptop, or tablet computer, but rather is a special-purpose
communications device such as a telecommunications device
installed in a vehicle. The mobile station 202 may likewise be
a device, include a device, or be included in a device that has
similar capabilities but that is not transportable, such as a
desktop computer, a set-top box, or a network node. In these
and other embodiments, the mobile station 202 may support
specialized activities such as gaming, inventory control, job
control, task management functions, and so forth.

In various embodiments, the wireless network 220 com-
prises a plurality of wireless sub-networks ‘A’ 212 through ‘n’
218. As used herein, the wireless sub-networks ‘A’ 212
through ‘n’ 218 may variously comprise a mobile wireless
access network, a wireless local area network or a fixed wire-
less access network. In these and other embodiments, the
mobile station 202 transmits and receives communication
signals, which are respectively communicated to and from the
wireless network access points ‘A’ 210 through ‘n” 216 by
wireless network antennas ‘A’ 208 through ‘n’ 214 (e.g., cell
towers). In turn, the communication signals are used by the
wireless network access points ‘A’ 210 through ‘n’ 216 to
establish a wireless communication session with the mobile
station 202. As used herein, the wireless network access
points ‘A’ 210 through ‘n’ 216 broadly refer to any access
point of a wireless network. As shown in FIG. 2, the wireless
network access points ‘A’ 210 through ‘n’ 216 are respectively
coupled to wireless sub-networks ‘A’ 212 through ‘n’ 218.

In various embodiments, the wireless sub-networks ‘A’ 212
through ‘n’ 218 are coupled to a wired network 222, such as
the Internet. Via the wireless sub-networks ‘A’ 212 through
‘n’ 218and the wired network 222, the mobile station 202 has
access to information on various hosts, such as the server
node 224. In these and other embodiments, the server node
224 may provide content that may be shown on the display
204 or used by the mobile station processor 110 for its opera-
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tions. Alternatively, the mobile station 202 may access the
wireless sub-networks ‘A’ 212 through ‘n’ 218through a peer
mobile station 202 acting as an intermediary, in a relay type or
hop type of connection. As another alternative, the mobile
station 202 may be tethered and obtain its data from a linked
device that is connected to the wireless sub-networks ‘A’ 212
through ‘n’ 218. Skilled practitioners of the art will recognize
that many such embodiments are possible and the foregoing is
not intended to limit the spirit, scope, or intention of the
disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a simplified block diagram of a heterogeneous
wireless network environment comprising a plurality of
macro cells, micro cells, pico cells and femto cells as imple-
mented in accordance with an embodiment of the disclosure.
In this embodiment, a heterogeneous wireless network envi-
ronment comprises a plurality of wireless network macro
cells ‘X’ 302, ‘Y’ 304 through ‘7’ 306. In this and other
embodiments, each of the wireless network macro cells ‘X’
302, Y’ 304 through ‘7’ 306 may comprise a plurality of
wireless network micro cells 308, which in turn may com-
prise a plurality of wireless network pico cells 310. Likewise,
the wireless network macro cells “X’* 302, Y’ 304 through ‘z’
306 may also comprise a plurality of individual wireless pico
cells 310.

In various embodiments, the micro cells 308 may be asso-
ciated with business or administrative entities ‘A’ 312, ‘B’ 314
through ‘n’ 316, and the pico cells 310 may likewise be
associated with business or administrative entities ‘P’ 318,
‘QQ” 320 through ‘R’ 322. In these various embodiments, the
wireless macro cells ‘X’ 302, ‘Y’ 304 through ‘z’, micro cells
308, and pico cells 310 may comprise a plurality of wireless
technologies and protocols, thereby creating a heterogeneous
operating environment within the wireless network system
300. Likewise, each of the wireless macro cells ‘X’ 302, ‘Y’
304 through ‘z’ 306, micro cells 308, and pico cells 310
comprises a corresponding wireless access point (AP). As
used herein, an AP is a generic term that broadly encompasses
wireless LAN access points, macro cellular base stations
(e.g., NodeB, eNB), micro- and pico-cells, relay nodes and
home-based femtocells (e.g., HeNB), or any telecommunica-
tions technology operable to establish and sustain a wireless
communication session. As likewise used herein, a “cell” (or
“sector”) is a portion of the coverage area served by an AP.
According, each cell has a set of radio resources that can be
associated with that cell through, for example, a unique cell
identifier.

Skilled practitioners of the art are aware that future wire-
less network systems will likely rely on denser deployments
of'heterogeneous network technologies such as that shown in
FIG. 3 to provide higher capacity. However, such higher
capacity will, in general, require higher signal to interference-
plus-noise ratio (SINR) over a significant percentage of a
cell’s coverage area. In general, the achievement of higher
SINR will require smaller cells or, rather, operation in a
smaller region of a cell when transmitting at a given power
level. Hence, the current network model of higher power
outdoor macro cells will need to be augmented by a set of
lower power indoor and outdoor micro- and pico-cells in
order to increase system capacity and mobile station through-
put.

This move towards smaller cells will significantly increase
the number of APs in the system and will also lead to signifi-
cant coverage overlap, both planned and unplanned, as shown
in FIG. 3. As a result, adjacent channel interference can occur
when overlapping cells are operating in adjacent portions of
the radio spectrum using either the same or different radio



US 9,048,969 B2

9

access technologies. Likewise, co-channel interference can
occur when overlapping cells are operating in the same por-
tion of the radio spectrum.

While transmission and reception within a given cell will
be coordinated by its corresponding AP, operation across cell
boundaries may be un-coordinated due to the vagaries of
radio propagation, differences or incompatibilities between
administrative domains, or difficulties encountered in com-
municating between APs. However, completely un-coordi-
nated operation may ultimately result in unacceptable levels
of interference that could negate the benefits of improved
signal levels garnered through the use of smaller cells.

Accordingly, there is a corresponding need for the mitiga-
tion of interference to enhance performance, which requires
cooperation between the aforementioned APs. However, cur-
rent deployments may not have suitable, or for that matter
any, direct communication paths (e.g., physical backhaul)
between APs. As a result, interference mitigation cannot
occur as there is no mechanism for one AP to cooperate with
another AP. Furthermore, realization of real-time channel-
dependent cooperation between multiple APs may be
unachievable if any available direct communication paths are
unable to sustain the required latency and throughput.

Various approaches to this issue are known, including hav-
ing APs communicate either directly through physical back-
haul networks or through a centralized control structure to
coordinate communications. One iterative approach is for the
AP to coordinate mobile stations to be transmitted to and the
resources to be transmitted. Another approach is to have the
AP to act as a master manager for a set of radio resources. In
one such example, a zone of resources can be specified for
coordinated transmission as described in greater detail
herein. However, this approach requires not only the afore-
mentioned direct communication between APs, but also a
means to converge mobile station selection and resource
assignment between various APs. Furthermore, this coordi-
nation is also limited to the resources specified within the
zone. Moreover, there is the further drawback that either the
communications path or the coordination procedure, or both,
is too slow to make use of small-scale variation within the
channel.

FIG. 4 is a simplified block diagram showing the detrimen-
tal effect of co-channel inter-cell interference as mitigated in
accordance with an embodiment of the disclosure in a single
frequency network. In this embodiment, access points ‘A’
402, ‘B’ 406, and ‘C’ 410 have corresponding coverage areas
‘A’ 404, ‘B’ 408, and ‘C’ 412. As shown in FIG. 4, mobile
station ‘1’414 is being served by access point (AP) ‘A’ 402 but
also falls within the coverage area of AP ‘B’408. Likewise,
mobile station (MS) ‘2° 418 is being served by AP ‘C’ 410 but
also falls within the coverage arca of AP ‘A’ 404 and AP ‘B’
408. As likewise shown in FIG. 4, MS ‘3 418, served by AP
‘A’ 402, and MS ‘4’ 420, served by AP ‘B’ 406, are not
affected by transmissions from any other AP.

Accordingly, MS ‘1’ 414 may be affected by inter-cell
interference if its serving AP (i.e., AP ‘A’ 402), attempts to
transmit information to MS ‘1’ 414 when AP ‘B’ 406 is also
attempting to transmit information to MS ‘4’ 420. Likewise,
MS ‘2’ 418 may be affected by inter-cell interference if its
serving AP (i.e., AP ‘C’ 410), attempts to transmit informa-
tion to MS 2’ 418 when either AP ‘A’ 402 or AP ‘B’ 406, or
both, are attempting to transmit information to the mobile
stations they are serving.

Skilled practitioners of the art will recognize that inter-cell
interference can be avoided, or at least mitigated, if the APs
‘A 402, ‘B’ 406, and ‘C” 410 are able to coordinate their
transmissions to ensure that each AP uses a different set of
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radio resources during any downlink transmission. One
known approach to such coordination is to use an off-line
configuration process to provision each AP with the set of
radio resources that it is allowed to use. This assignment of
radio resources remains in effect until the AP is re-configured.
However, this approach is not responsive to changing inter-
ference conditions and does not take into account the condi-
tions seen by individual mobile stations.

Those of skill in the art will likewise be aware that coordi-
nation in today’s cellular systems is based on the premise that
the network has a global view of everything that is happening
within the coverage area and, ultimately, has total control over
everything that is happening within the coverage area. This
global view and control may be provided by centralized serv-
ers within the radio access network (RAN) infrastructure or
through peer-to-peer communications between Access
Points.

However, the validity of this assumption is questionable in
the heterogeneous wireless network environment shown in
FIG. 3, due in part to the partitioning of the network environ-
ment into multiple administrative domains. As a result, there
may be no single network entity with a global view and with
total control over the radio environment. Furthermore, if such
an entity exists, it may not be possible to communicate
between APs in different domains. Accordingly, even within
a single administrative domain, the latency and bandwidth of
the RAN backhaul network may preclude real-time commu-
nications between APs.

FIG. 5 shows a process signal flow for mobile station-
assisted radio resource conflict resolution as implemented in
an embodiment of the disclosure to mitigate interference
between wireless access points. In various embodiments, one
or more mobile stations assist in mitigating the effects of
interference by acting as an intermediary between competing
access points shown in the heterogeneous wireless network
environment of FIG. 3. In such an environment, the mobile
station (MS) may be the only entity with visibility of all radio
conditions affecting its operation at any given time and in any
given location. By observing which radio resources have been
claimed by access points covering its current location, a MS
can report conflicting claims to its serving access point (AP)
to avoid transmissions that use the same set of radio
resources.

As shown in FIG. 5, each of the APs ‘A’ 402, ‘B’ 406, and
‘C’ 408' periodically broadcasts information to all mobile
stations (e.g., MS ‘2°418) within its coverage area. In this and
other embodiments, the broadcast information announces the
set of radio resources that the AP (e.g., AP ‘A’ 402, ‘B’ 406,
and ‘C’408") has claimed for use in an upcoming transmission
opportunity. For example, in step 522, AP ‘A’ 402 is claiming
the set of resources {R ,} for use in an upcoming transmission
opportunity at time t,. Likewise, AP ‘B* 406 and AP ‘C” 408
are respectively claiming the resources {Rz} and {R.} for
use at times tz and t, in steps 524 and 528. In this and other
embodiments, these broadcasts are not coordinated. There-
fore, steps 522, 524, and 528 may occur in any order and may
overlap in time 440. As shown in FIG. 4, MS ‘2’418 isina
position to receive these broadcasts from APs ‘A’ 402, ‘B’
406, and ‘C’ 408. Alternatively, APs ‘A’ 402, ‘B’ 406, and ‘C’
408 may announce the set of resources that they are not
claiming, which would minimize the amount of information
being broadcast in a cell that is heavily loaded.

In step 530, AP “C’ 408, the serving AP for MS ‘2’ 418,
assigns a set of resources {r,} to MS ‘2’ 418 for use in an
upcoming transmission opportunity at time t. 442. In step
532, using the claimed resource information received from
the other APs ‘A’ 402 and ‘B’ 406, MS ‘2’ 418 sends a report
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to its serving AP (i.e., AP ‘C’ 408) indicating that a subset of

the resources {f,} assigned by AP ‘C’ 408 conflict with the

resources claimed by one or more of the interfering APs (i.e.,

AP ‘A’ 402 and AP ‘B’ 406) during that same transmission

opportunity. Likewise, MS ‘2’ 418 may also indicate which

resources are currently not claimed in that transmission
opportunity by any of the AP observed by MS ‘2’ 418. Using
the feedback provided by MS ‘2’ 418, AP ‘C’ 408 may adjust
its resource assignments to avoid resource conflicts with other

APs ‘A’ 402 and ‘B’ 406 and in step 534 provide MS 2° 418

with an updated set of resources {r,} for use at time t - 442. In

step 536, atthe scheduled time t 442, the serving AP (i.e., AP

‘C’ 408) sends the data to MS ‘2’ 418 using the set of radio

resources assigned at step 534.

FIG. 6 shows a process signal flow for mobile station-
assisted radio resource assignment as implemented in an
embodiment of the disclosure to mitigate interference
between wireless access points. In various embodiments, a
mobile station (MS) first observes which radio resources have
been claimed by access points covering its current location,
and then reports which resources are available to its serving
access point (AP) to minimize the number of conflicting
claims for radio resources.

As shown in FIG. 6, each of the APs ‘A’ 402, ‘B’ 406, and
‘C’ 408' periodically broadcasts information to all mobile
stations (e.g., MS ‘2°418) within its coverage area. In this and
other embodiments, the broadcast information announces the
set of radio resources that the AP (e.g., AP ‘A’ 402, ‘B’ 406,
and ‘C’ 408'") has claimed (or not claimed) in an upcoming
transmission opportunity. For example, in step 622, AP ‘A’
402 is claiming the set of resources {R ,} for use in an upcom-
ing transmission opportunity at timet ,. Likewise, AP ‘B’ 406
and AP ‘C’ 408 are respectively claiming the resources {R;}
and {R .} foruse at times t; and t..in steps 624 and 628. In this
and other embodiments, these broadcasts are not coordinated.
Therefore steps 622, 624 and 628 may occur in any order and
may overlap in time 440. As shown in FIG. 4, MS ‘2° 418 is in
a position to receive these broadcasts from APs ‘A’ 402, ‘B’
406, and ‘C’ 408.

In step 630, using the claimed resource information
received from the other Access Points, MS ‘2 418 sends a
report to its serving AP (i.e., AP ‘C’ 408) describing the set of
resources {r,} that are currently not claimed in an upcoming
transmission opportunity t. by any of the APs observed by
MS ‘2’ 418. The MS 2’ 418 may further limit the set of
resources {r,} that it is reporting to those resources that
provide the best signal quality to MS 2’ 418 at the current
time and in the current location. In addition, the MS 2’ 418
may include a signal quality indication for each of the
resources in {r,} or may order the resources in {r,} according
to signal quality. In step 634, using the feedback provided by
MS 2’418, AP ‘C’ 408 assigns a set of resources {r,'} to MS
2’ 418 designed to avoid resource conflicts with other APs.
At the scheduled time t 442 in step 636, the serving AP (i.e.,
AP ‘C’ 408) sends the data to MS-"2' 418 using the set of radio
resources assigned in step 634.

FIGS. 7a-b are a simplified block diagram of power-con-
trolled conflict resolution as implemented in an embodiment
of the disclosure to mitigate interference between wireless
access points. In this and other embodiments, a radio resource
is defined in terms of one or more dimensions:

Time, indicating the time at which a mobile station (MS) may
begin to use the resource and the time at which a MS must
stop using that resource;

Frequency, indicating the portion(s) of spectrum that the MS
may use to transmit or receive information;
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Code, indicating the encoding algorithm and parameters used
to transmit or receive information, such as Code Division
Multiple Access (CDMA) spreading code or Multiple-In-
put Multiple-Output (MIMO) spatial stream matrix; and

Space, indicating the region(s) in which the MS may use the
resource (e.g. geophysical location, antenna beam, angle of
arrival/departure).

Of these dimensions, space is also affected by the transmit
power. More specifically, the AP selected as the serving AP
and the set of interfering neighbor APs for a given MS will
depend upon the power level used to transmit information to
and from the MS.

Skilled practitioners of the art will be familiar with an
inter-cell interference zone (ICIZ), which is a region where
there is overlapping coverage from multiple APs. FIG. 7a
shows an example of ICIZs that are created when AP ‘1’ 702,
2’704, and ‘3’ 706 transmit at their maximum power level.
As shown in FIG. 7a, the ICIZs occur mostly at the edges of
eachcell astypified by ICIZ, ;708,1CIZ, ;714,andICIZ, ,,
710. However, those of skill in the art will also be aware that
the vagaries of topology and clutter can affect radio frequency
(RF) propagation and produce inter-cell interference zones,
suchas ICIZ, ,5 712 between AP ‘1’702 and AP 2’704 that
may not be constrained to the nominal (e.g., circular) edge of
a cell.

Accordingly, FIG. 75 shows an example of the ICIZs that
result when AP ‘1’ 722 reduces its transmit power level. In
this embodiment, AP ‘1’ 722 has reduced its transmit power to
a level where it no longer has inter-cell interference zones
with its neighboring APs (i.e., APs ‘2° 724 and ‘3° 726). As a
result, only one ICIZ (i.e., ICIZ, 5 734) is created. Further-
more, a MS being served by AP ‘1’ 722 within its reduced
coverage region will not report any radio resource conflicts.
Accordingly, in general, the set of conflicting resources
reported by a MS can be minimized, and the set of available
resources can be maximized, if the serving AP (e.g., AP ‘@’
722) adjusts its transmit power level to match the current
location of the MS. To accomplish this, an AP (e.g., AP ‘@’
722) is implemented in this and other embodiments to use
different transmit power levels, and at each power level,
broadcasts the set of resources it is claiming for a given
transmission opportunity at that transmit power level.

FIG. 8 shows a process signal flow for power-controlled
conflict resolution as implemented in an embodiment of the
disclosure to mitigate interference between wireless access
points. In this embodiment, access point (AP) ‘A’ 402 is
partially interfering with mobile station (MS) ‘2’ 418, which
receives the set of claimed resources for use at time t, broad-
castin step 822 at transmit power level 1 {R ,/}. However, MS
2’418 does not receive the set of claimed resources broadcast
in step 824 at transmit power level 2 {R,*}. Likewise, as
shown in FIG. 8, because MS ‘2’ 418 does not receive the set
of claimed resources broadcast in step 826 by AP B' 406 at
transmit power levelp {R;7}, AP ‘B’ 406 does not interfere
with MS 2’ 418 at that power level.

In some embodiments, the power or reliability of informa-
tion broadcast by an AP (e.g., APs ‘A’ 402, ‘B’ 406, and ‘C’
408) to all MSs may be different from that of information
transmitted by an AP to a specific MS (e.g., MS 2’ 418).
Therefore, MS ‘2’ 418 may actually receive and decode the
message broadcast in step 826 from AP ‘B’ 406 claiming a set
of resources but may choose instead to ignore the claims
based on some signal quality metric. For example, MS ‘2° 418
may ignore the claims if the Signal to Interference-Plus-
Noise Ratio (SINR) for the message claiming {Rz"}, trans-
mitted at power level p, is below a predetermined threshold
value.
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Accordingly, as shown in FIG. 8, MS ‘2’ 418 receives the
set of claimed resources {R X} for use at time t,, broadcast in
step 828 at transmit power level k. In this and other embodi-
ments, these broadcasts are not coordinated. Therefore, steps
822, 824, 826 and 828 may occur in any order and may
overlap in time 440. As likewise shown in FIG. 8, AP ‘C* 408
assigns a set of resources {r,*} in step 830 to MS “2’ 418 for
use in an upcoming transmission opportunity at time t. 442
using transmit power level k. Therefore, the conflict report
sent by MS ‘2’ 418 in step 832 will be based only on the
conflicts, if any, detected in the resources {R ,/} claimed by
AP ‘A’ 402 in step 822 using transmit power level 1. The
resources used by AP ‘A’ 402 at transmit power level 2 and by
AP ‘B’ 406 at transmit power level p do not interfere with the
resources assigned to MS ‘2’ 418 at transmit power level k.
Accordingly, using the feedback provided by MS ‘2”418, AP
‘C’ 408 may adjust its transmit power level to avoid resource
conflicts with other APs ‘A’ 402 and ‘B’ 406 and in step 834
provide MS 2’ 418 with an updated set of resources {r,'} for
use at time t- 442. In step 836, at the scheduled time t 442,
the serving AP (i.e., AP ‘C’ 408) sends the data to MS ‘2’418
using the set of radio resources assigned at step 834.

FIG. 9 is a simplified block diagram of a mobile station-
assisted inter-access point (AP) communications environ-
ment as implemented in accordance with an embodiment of
the disclosure to mitigate interference between wireless APs.
In this and other embodiments, the move towards smaller
cells and a mixture of heterogeneous radio access technolo-
gies increases the number of APs within a coverage area and
likewise leads to coverage overlaps, both planned and
unplanned, between cells. For example, wireless access
facilities may be owned and deployed by numerous entities
including cellular service providers, enterprise businesses,
municipal governments, local retailers and individual home
owners. With a corresponding proliferation of low power
micro-, pico-, and femto-cells, it is unlikely that a single
network entity will have a global view and total control of the
overall radio environment. In fact, it is likely that an indi-
vidual mobile station (MS) may be the only entity with viable
and accurate visibility of the radio environment in which it
operates at a given location.

More specifically, communications between APs within a
given coverage area may be difficult, if not impossible, due to
anumber of factors. For example, the APs may be in different
Radio Access Networks (RANs) that are owned and/or oper-
ated by different business entities. Likewise, the APs may be
in different RANs with no communications path between
each other. Conversely, the APs may be in the same RAN but
the backhaul infrastructure may not provide a communica-
tions path between the APs. As another example, the backhaul
infrastructure may not offer the bandwidth or latency neces-
sary to meet inter-AP signaling requirements, or the APs may
not be able to receive radio transmissions from one another,
precluding direct communication over the air.

Therefore, the only communications path which can be
consistently relied upon is the one directly between an AP in
a RAN and a MS. By extension, the only viable communica-
tion path between APs in the same RAN, or in different
RANSs, may be indirectly via a Mobile Station that has a direct
communications path with each of the corresponding APs.
Accordingly, the unique position and capabilities of a MS is
implemented in these various embodiments to detect and
coordinate the usage of radio resources amongst APs to avoid
the detrimental effects of inter-cell interference.

As shown in FIG. 9, MS ‘1’ 902 has a direct 914 commu-
nications path to APs ‘A’ 906, ‘B’ 908, and ‘D’ 910, while MS
2’ 904 has a direct 914 communications path to AP ‘B’ 908
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and ‘C” 912. Accordingly, interaction between APs ‘A’ 906
and ‘B’ 908 can occur via MS ‘1’ 902. In various embodi-
ments, direct 914 communications paths may or may not exist
between the APs ‘A’ 906, ‘B’ 908, ‘C’ 912, and ‘D’ 910, such
as via a backbone network. However, this is not always the
case, especially across access network boundaries. As like-
wise shown in FIG. 9, the indirect 916 communication paths
provided by MS ‘1 902 between APs ‘A’ 906, ‘B’ 908, and
‘D910, and by MS 2’904 between APs ‘B; 908 and ‘C’ 912,
is implicit rather than explicit. For example, it MS ‘1’ 902
receives information from AP ‘A’ 906, it may automatically
forward some or all of the information to AP ‘B’ 908 or to AP
‘D’ 910 without the need for AP ‘A’ 906 to take any action
other than to communicate with MS ‘1°902. Accordingly, MS
‘17902 and ‘2’904 enable the co-ordination and co-operation
that may be necessary between APs ‘A’ 906, ‘B’ 908, ‘C* 912,
and ‘D’ 910 both within and across their various technology
and administrative domains.

FIG. 10 is a simplified topological diagram showing the
implementation of downlink transmit power zones in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the disclosure to mitigate inter-
ference between wireless access points. In this and other
embodiments, inter-cell interference (ICI) results when
unwanted signals from neighboring transmitters arrive at a
receiver concurrently with a desired signal from the intended
transmitter. Skilled practitioners of the art will be aware that
ICI has traditionally been managed through the use of
orthogonal radio resources, differing in time, frequency or
code, in each of the neighboring cells (e.g., cell ‘a’ 1004, p’
1006, and y 1008). Those of skill in the art will likewise be
aware that in a single frequency network, such as Long Term
Evolution (LTE) with an N=1 frequency reuse pattern, spatial
separation techniques such as beam-switching and beam-
forming may also be used to avoid co-channel interference.
Likewise, transmit power control (TPC) can also be used as a
spatial separation technique.

As shown in FIG. 10, a transmit power zone (TPZ) is that
portion of the cell coverage area that receives an acceptable
Signal to Interference-Plus Noise Ratio (SINR) when the
transmitter (e.g. AP ‘D’ 1002) broadcasts at a given power
level. As likewise shown in FIG. 10, downlink TPZs in three
cells, or sectors, ‘e’ 1004, ‘B’ 1006, and “y* 1008 are con-
trolled by AP ‘D’ 1002. In this embodiment, cell ‘e’ 1004
comprises TPZs <1.1°1110, ‘1.2°1012, and ‘1.3’ 1013, which
respectively include regions covered at transmit powers
‘TP, ;> 1020, ‘TP, ,> 1022, and ‘T, ;" 1024. In general,
‘TP, ,”1020,<TP, ,°1022,<‘TP, ,”1024=TP, ., such that,
in general, TPZ ‘1.1° 1110=TPZ ‘1.2’ 1012=TPZ 1.3’
1013.

However, skilled practitioners of the art will realize that the
vagaries of topology and clutter can affect radio frequency
(RF) propagation, which results in coverage holes and in
coverage “fingers” that extend beyond the nominal (e.g., cir-
cular) edge of a zone. Accordingly, TPZs may be statically
defined as part of the AP configuration or they may be
dynamically defined by the AP according to the location of
the MSs scheduled for servicing by the AP within a given
transmission time interval. Likewise, the number of TPZs and
the corresponding transmission power associated with each
TPZ can be dynamically varied from one cell to another (e.g.
cell ‘> 1006 and cell “y> 1008).

FIG. 11 is a simplified topological diagram showing the
implementation of inter-cell interference zones in accordance
with an embodiment of the disclosure for mitigating interfer-
ence between wireless access points. In this embodiment,
access points ‘1° 1104, 2” 1114, and ‘4’ 1126 respectively
comprise cells ‘e’ 1106, ‘B’ 1116, and ‘y* 1128. In turn, cell
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‘e’ 1106 comprises transmit power zones ‘TPZ, ,” 1108,
“TPZ, ;> 1110, and ‘TPZ, ;* 1112. Likewise, cell ‘f’ 1116
comprises transmit power zones ‘TPZ,,” 1118, ‘TPZ, ,’
1120, and “TPZ, ;> 1122, while cell “y* 1128 comprises trans-
mission power zones ‘TPZ, ,” 1130 and “TPZ, ,> 1132.

Skilled practitioners of the art will be aware that an inter-
cell interference zone (ICIZ), as described in greater detail
herein, likewise refers to a region where there are overlapping
transmit power zones from different cells. For example, as
shown in FIG. 11,1136 between AP ‘1’1104 and AP 2°1114
occurs mostly at the edges of the neighboring cells in portions
of transmit power zone ‘TPZ, ;> 1112 in AP ‘1° 1104 and in
portions of “TPZ, ;> 1122 in AP ‘2°1114. Likewise, ‘ICIZ,_,’
1138 between AP ‘4’ 1126 and AP ‘2° 1114 occurs mostly at
the edges of the neighboring cells in portions of transmit
power zone “TPZ, ;> 1132 in AP ‘4’ 1126 and in portions of
“TPZ, ;1122 in AP 2°1114. The ‘ICIZ, ,’ 1134 between AP
‘4’1126 and AP ‘1° 1104 likewise occurs mostly at the edges
of the neighboring cells in portions of transmit power zone
“TPZ,,’1132in AP ‘4’1126 and in portions of “TPZ, ;1112
in AP ‘1’ 1104.

However, skilled practitioners of the art will be aware that
the vagaries of topology and clutter can affect RF propagation
and produce inter-cell interference zones that may not be
constrained to the nominal (e.g., circular) edge of a cell. For
example, as shown in FIG. 11, ‘ICIZ, ,z’ 1142 represents a
coverage overlap between ‘TPZ, ,” 1120 in AP ‘2° 1114 and
“TPZ, ;> 1112 in AP ‘1’ 1104 where the coverage of TPZ, ,
1112 has extended beyond its nominal (e.g., circular) edge
due to the local radio frequency (RF) propagation environ-
ment. Those of skill in the art will likewise realize that suc-
cessive underlays involving combinations of micro-, pico-
and femto-cells may likewise result in an inter-cell interfer-
ence zone that encompasses an entire cell. For example, as
shown in FIG. 11, AP 3’ 1124 is a microcell that is com-
pletely overlaid by cell ‘B’ 1116 AP ‘2’ 114. Accordingly,
‘ICIZ, 5’ 1140 between AP <2° 1114 and AP “3” 1124 encom-
passes all of the coverage area of AP ‘3” 1124 and portions of
“TPZ,,’ 1120 and “TPZ, ;> 1122 in AP “2° 1114.

FIG. 12 is a simplified topological diagram showing the
implementation of mobile station serving and contending cell
sets in accordance with an embodiment of the disclosure for
mitigating interference between wireless access points. In
this embodiment, access points ‘1’ 1104, ‘2° 1114, and ‘4’
1126 respectively comprise cells ‘e’ 1106, 1116, and ‘y’
1128. In turn, cell ‘e’ 1106 comprises transmit power zones
“TPZ, ;> 1108, ‘TPZ, ,” 1110, and ‘TPZ, ;* 1112. Likewise,
cell ‘p’ 1116 comprises transmit power zones ‘TPZ, ;> 1118,
“TPZ, ,” 1120, and “TPZ, ;> 1122, while cell ‘y’ 1128 com-
prises transmission power zones “TPZ, ;> 1130 and ‘TPZ, ,’
1132.

As shown in FIG. 12, the inter-cell interference zone
(ICIZ) “ICIZ, ,,’ 1136 between AP ‘1’1104 and AP ‘21114
occurs mostly at the edges of the neighboring cells in portions
of transmit power zone ‘TPZ, ;> 1112 in AP ‘1° 1104 and in
portions of “TPZ, ;> 1122 in AP ‘2°1114. Likewise, ‘ICIZ, ’
1138 between AP ‘4’ 1126 and AP ‘2° 1114 occurs mostly at
the edges of the neighboring cells in portions of transmit
power zone ‘TPZ, ,” 1132 in AP ‘4’ 1126 and in portions of
“TPZ, ;1122 in AP 2°1114. The ‘ICIZ, ,’ 1134 between AP
‘4’1126 and AP ‘1° 1104 likewise occurs mostly at the edges
of the neighboring cells in portions of transmit power zone
“TPZ, ,’1132in AP ‘4’1126 and in portions of “TPZ, ;1112
in AP ‘1’ 1104.

As likewise shown in FIG. 12, ‘ICIZ, ,5’ 1142 represents a
coverage overlap between ‘TPZ, ,” 1120 in AP ‘2° 1114 and
‘TPZ, 5> 1112 in AP ‘1” 1104 where the coverage of ‘TPZ, 5’

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

16

1112 has extended beyond its nominal (e.g., circular) edge
due to the local radio frequency (RF) propagation environ-
ment. Likewise, AP ‘3* 1124 is a microcell that is completely
overlaid by cell ‘f” 1116 AP ‘2’ 114. Accordingly, ‘IC1Z, 3’
1140 between AP 2’ 1114 and AP ‘3’ 1124 encompasses all
of'the coverage area of AP ‘3’ 1124 and portions of “TPZ, ,’
1120 and ‘TPZ, ;> 1122 in AP ‘2° 1114.

As shown in FIG. 12, mobile station (MS) ‘a’ 1250 is
operating within “TPZ, ,>1110 of cell ‘a’1106, while MS ‘b’
1252 is operating within ‘ICIZ, ,,> 1136, and MS ‘c’ 1254 is
operating within “TPZ, ,” 1120 of cell ‘B’ 1116 as well as
within ‘ICIZ, ;> 1140. Likewise MS ‘d’ 1256 is operating
within “TPZ, ,” 1120 of cell ‘B 1116 as well as within ‘ICIZ,_
3" 1140, while MS ‘e’ 1258 is operating within ‘TPZ, ,”1120
of'cell ‘B> 1116 and MS “f* 1260 is operating within “TPZ, ,’
1132 of cell “y* 1128. As likewise shown in FIG. 12, MS ‘g’
1262 is operating within ‘ICIZ, ,” 1138, while MS ‘h’ 1264 is
operating within ‘ICIZ, > 1134. Likewise, MS ‘i’ 1266 is
operating within “TPZ, ,” 1132 of cell ‘y* 1128 and MS ¥k’
1268 is operating within ‘ICI1Z, ,” 1138.

Skilled practitioners of the art will be aware that a mobile
station’s serving cell set (MSCS) is the collection of one or
more cells where the mobile station (MS) is actively exchang-
ing, or planning to exchange, traffic with those cells. This
includes the cell thatis currently serving the MS as well as any
cells that are handover targets. For example, in this embodi-
ment, MS ‘g’ 1262 is in transition from ‘TPZ, ,> 1132 in cell
‘v’ 1128 of AP ‘4’1126 to “TPZ, ;> 1112 incell ‘c’1106 of AP
‘1> 1104. Accordingly, the MSCS for MS ‘g’ 1262 has two
members—cell 4-y, its serving cell, and cell 1 a., its target cell.

Accordingly, skilled practitioners of the art will recognize
that a mobile station cell coverage zone (MCCZ) is the col-
lection of transmit power zones that provide coverage to the
MS within each cell of the MSCS. Likewise, in general, the
MCCZ will include the TPZ with the minimum power to
reach the MS as well as the TPZs operating at a higher power
transmit power level. For example, as shown in FIG. 12, MS
‘a’1250 operating within “TPZ, ,>1110 incell ‘.’ 1106 of AP
‘1’1104 will have a MCCZ that includes cell ‘o’ 1106 of AP
‘1° 1104 as its current serving cell and a cell coverage zone in
cell 1- athat includes “TPZ, ," 1110 as well as “TPZ, ;> 1112.
However, “TPZ, ,” 1108 would not be a member of the MCCZ
for MS ‘a’ 1250 due to its lower transmit power. From the
foregoing, it will be apparent that the cell MCCZ for a given
MS is based on the ability of the MS to detect and decode a
signal above a certain SNR threshold. This, in turn, is based
on the combination of transmit power from an AP and the
sensitivity of the receiver implemented within the MS.

Those of skill in the art will recognize that a mobile station
contending cell set (MCCS) is the collection of one or more
cells where the MS is able to decode the cell control infor-
mation broadcast from an AP. As such, the MCCS comprises
members of the MSCS as well as interfering cells from neigh-
boring APs. Likewise, the MS’s ICIZ is represented by the
overlapping transmit power zones of the MCCS. In various
embodiments, the MS may not be actively exchanging, or
planning to exchange, traffic with all of the cells in its MCCS,
therefore the MCCS may include cells that are not members
of'the MS’s serving cell set.

In the example of FIG. 12, MS ‘¢’ 1254 will have a serving
cell set that includes the omni-directional cell of AP “3° 1124
as its serving cell and a cell coverage zone in AP 3” 1124 that
includes its corresponding single transmit power zone.
Accordingly, MS ‘c’ 1254 will have AP ‘2’1114 and AP ‘3’
1124 in its contending cell set and will be in ‘ICIZ, ;* 1140,
which includes ‘TPZ,,’ 1120 and TPZ, ;' 1122 of AP ‘2’
1114 and the single transmit power zone of AP ‘3 1124.
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Skilled practitioners of the art will likewise realize that the
vagaries of topology and clutter may produce propagation
and shadowing effects that produce coverage holes within a
cell and extend coverage beyond the nominal (e.g., circular)
edge of a cell. For example, as likewise shown in FIG. 12, a
MS “d’ 1256 operating within ‘ICIZ, 5’ 1142 may have a
MCCS withcell ‘f*1116 of AP 2’ 1114 as its current serving
cell and a cell coverage zone in cell 2-f that includes an
interior transmit power zone, ‘TPZ, ,* 1120, rather than a cell
edge transmit power zone. However, MS ‘d’ 1256 will have
cell ‘e’ 1106 of AP “1°1104 and cell ‘B* 1116 of AP ‘2’ in its
MCCS and will be within ‘ICIZ, .z’ 1142, which that
includes both “TPZ, ;” 1112 and ‘“TPZ, ,” 1120.

FIG. 13 shows a process signal flow for interference miti-
gation procedures as implemented in an embodiment of the
disclosure to mitigate interference between wireless access
points. In various embodiments, an access point (AP) peri-
odically broadcasts during time 1340 a set of power reference
signals (PRS) for each cell at the highest power level allowed
for the cell or at some reduced power level determined by
administrative policies or power management algorithms. In
this embodiment, AP ‘2’ 1114 broadcasts a set of PRS
{PRS,} in step 1322 at transmit power (TP) level TP, that
defines the extent of coverage for this cell.

In this and other embodiments, each mobile station (MS),
such as MS “d’ 1256, is responsible for using the PRS to
identify the transmit power zone (TPZ) in which it is currently
operating. Likewise, the MS identifies the time and frequency
radio resources assigned to the set of PRS using cell control
information, such as a Long Term Evolution (LTE) System
Information Block, that is periodically broadcast throughout
the cell by an AP. In these various embodiments, coordination
mechanisms between APs (e.g. based on the physical cell ID)
may be required to ensure that reference signals in neighbor-
ing cells can be distinguished, such as by using an orthogonal
set of resources. Likewise, the functionality of the power
reference signals may be combined with other information
broadcast by the AP in some radio access technologies, such
as in the Long Term Evolution (LTE) Physical Broadcast
Channel (PBC).

In this embodiment, the MS ‘d’ 1256 performs Signal to
Interference-plus-Noise Ratio (SINR) measurements on the
power reference signals from each of the cells (e.g., AP ‘2’
1114) in its serving set. The MS ‘d’ 1256 then reports the
received power reference signal strength {RPRSS,,} it has
measured to AP ‘2’ 1114 in step 1322 when the SINR of the
power reference signal is above an acceptable value. In turn,
AP ‘2’1114 computes the amount of path loss encountered by
the MS in its current location, which is the difference between
the transmit power level (TP,) and the reported RPRSS for
each PRS, and correlates the losses reported by multiple MSs
to dynamically group them into transmit power zones for
radio resource scheduling.

In addition to the power reference signals, the AP for each
cell (e.g., AP ‘1’ 1104 and AP ‘2’ 1114) also periodically
broadcasts a claimed zone resource map (CZRM) for each
transmit power zone (TPZ). The CRZM indicates which radio
resources, such as Orthogonal Frequency-Division Multi-
plexing (OFDM) sub-carriers it has claimed for use in an
upcoming transmission opportunity (TXOP). As shown in
FIG. 13, AP 1° 1104 and AP 2’ 1114 respectively broadcast
such a CRZM signal in steps 1326 at time t; 1342 and step
1328 attimet, 1344. Logically, the CZRM contains informa-
tion for each radio resource in the uplink direction, the down-
link direction, or both, indicating whether that resource has or
has not been claimed by this AP for use in that TXOP.
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Those of skill in the art will be aware that a transmission
opportunity is a sequence of one or more transmission time
intervals (TTIs) in an upcoming frame or sequence of frames.
Theresources being claimed in that TXOP may be committed
resources that have already been scheduled by the AP or they
may be anticipated resources that the AP may be trying to
reserve as a block for later allocation to individual Stations.
Committed resources will reflect actual resource require-
ments within that TXOP while anticipated resources will
reflect a forecast of resource requirements within that TXOP.

In this and other embodiments, each AP (e.g. AP ‘1> 1104
and ‘2’ 1114) is responsible for ensuring that there are no
radio resource assignment conflicts across the transmit power
zones of its own cells. For example, in FIG. 12, AP ‘2° 1114
will ensure that resources assigned for use in ‘TPZ, ,” 1118
are not simultaneously assigned for use in ‘TPZ, ;” 1122
within a given transmission time interval. In addition, as
described in greater detail herein, an AP may receive reports
from its respective MSs of resource claims made in neighbor-
ing cells that can be used by the AP to minimize radio
resource assignment conflicts.

Since resources assigned for use in an inner (e.g., lower
power) TPZ will not be simultaneously used in an outer (e.g.,
high power) TPZ within the same cell, APs can claim
resources in the TPZ of an edge region without fear of conflict
if they know that those resources have already been commit-
ted for use by a neighboring AP in one of its non-overlapping
inner TPZs. Therefore, the CZRM for a transmit power zone
indicates how each radio resource in the cell has been claimed
by the controlling AP relative to that TPZ as follows:

Not claimed. The resource has not been claimed for use
within this cell. However, the Access Point may subse-
quently claim this resource if needed to support instanta-
neous demand from its served MSs or to avoid resource
conflicts with neighboring cells.

Claimed in a lower powered TPZ. The resource has been
claimed for use in a lower-powered TPZ within this cell,
therefore the AP will not make a subsequent claim for this
resource within this TPZ.

Claimed in a higher powered TPZ. The resource has been
claimed for use in a higher-powered TPZ within this cell,
therefore the AP will not make a subsequent claim for this
resource within this TPZ. However, a neighbouring cell
that attempts to use this resource may encounter increased
interference.

Claimed in this TPZ. The resource has been claimed for use
within this TPZ
The AP (e.g., AP ‘2° 1114) controlling a cell then sends in

step 1330 a mobile station resource map (MRM) to each MS
(e.g. MS ‘d’ 1256) that require radio resources. The MRMs
indicate which resources (e.g. OFDM sub-carriers) it has
tentatively scheduled for use by that MS (e.g., MS ‘d” 1256)
in an upcoming transmission opportunity. Those of skill in the
art will realize that the MRM is a set of potential radio
resources and may not reflect the actual resources subse-
quently assigned to the MS (e.g., MS ‘d’ 1256) during that
transmission opportunity. For example, the MRM may iden-
tify the sub-band(s) from which resources will be allocated,
while the resources actually scheduled for use by the MS in
that TXOP may be a subset of those resources.

When a MS determines that it is operating in an inter-cell
interference zone (ICIZ), it compares the claimed zone
resource maps from each AP in its contending cell set to the
MRM received from its serving AP. In this and other embodi-
ments, AP broadcasts may not be synchronized in the time
domain. Therefore, the TXOP reference in a CZRM is relative
to the originating AP. Before comparing MRMs, the MS must
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time-align the TXOP reference in the MRM with the TXOP
reference in the CZRMs from the neighboring cells.

Ifthe MS (e.g., MS ‘d’ 1256) finds that resources allocated
in the MRM conflict with resources claimed in one or more of
the CZRMs, then the MS sends a resource contention report
(RCR) to its serving AP (e.g., AP ‘2’ 1114) in step 1332
indicating which resources are being contended and provid-
ing a set of alternate resources that are not in contention. At
the time of the designated TXOP, the serving AP (e.g., AP ‘2’
1114) in step 1334 may avoid potential interference by not
scheduling the use of the contended resources in that TPZ in
that TXOP. The serving AP (e.g., AP 2’ 1114) may either
allocate alternate resources to the MS (e.g., MS “d’ 1256) in
that TXOP or re-schedule resources for the MS to a later
TXOP. However, the serving AP (e.g., AP 2’ 1114) may use
the contended resources in a different TPZ during that TXOP
if no conflicts are reported in that TPZ.

In step 1330, the serving AP (e.g., AP 2’ 1114) may also
send a MRM to a MS that only indicates the transmission
opportunity that the serving AP has tentatively scheduled for
use by that MS. Using the CZRMs received from neighboring
cellsinstep 1326 att; 1342, and signal quality measurements
made by the MS (e.g., MS ‘d’ 1256), the RCR sent by the MS
in step 1332 provides the serving AP with a selection of radio
resources within that TXOP that are most suitable for use by
the MS. At step 1334, the serving AP (e.g., AP 2’ 1114)
assigns radio resources to the MS (e.g., MS d’1256) based on
the selections made by that MS.

In step 1330, the serving AP (e.g., AP 2’ 1114) may also
broadcast a MRM to a group of Mobile Stations (e.g. all MSs
of a certain class or all MSs within a particular TPZ) identi-
fying some or all of the resources in a TXOP that the AP is
claiming as a block in anticipation of the group’s resource
requirements. This block may include all of the radio
resources within a TXOP or it may include a subset of
resources from multiple sub-bands to provide the serving AP
(e.g., AP 2’ 1114) with options for responding to frequency-
selective fading. The RCRs sent by individual MSs at step
1332 provide the AP with information on which radio
resources within the block are most suitable for use by the MS
(e.g., MS ‘d’ 1256). In step 1334, the AP (e.g., AP 2° 1114)
schedules the use of resources within this block and assigns
them to individual MSs within the group, providing the serv-
ing AP with greater flexibility in exploiting the diversity of
channel and interference conditions experienced by MSs
within the group when trading-off the demands of individual
MS against the availability of resources. Then in step 1336,
the serving AP (e.g., AP ‘2’ 1114) sends the data to the MS
(e.g., MS ‘d’1256) using the set of radio resources assigned in
step 1334.

FIG. 14 is a simplified block diagram of a resource claims
and contention resolution process as implemented in an
embodiment of the disclosure to mitigate interference
between wireless access points. In this and various other
embodiments, the CZRM broadcast by an AP for a transmit
power zone indicates how each radio resource in the cell has
been claimed by the AP relative to the TPZ referenced by the
CZRM:

Resource claimed by this AP in a lower powered TPZ, with

a CZRM value of <00’;
Resource not claimed by this AP, with a CZRM value of
‘017

Resource claimed by this AP in this TPZ, with a CZRM

value of <10,

Resource claimed by this AP in a higher powered TPZ,

with a CZRM value of “11°.
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In this and various other embodiments, a mobile station
(MS) includes the maximum value of the claims for each
radio resource, across all overlapping transmission opportu-
nities when it sends a resource contention report (RCR) to its
serving AP. At the time of a designated transmission oppor-
tunity (TXOP), the serving access point (AP) may attempt to
minimize potential interference by selecting resources for
assignment to the mobile station in the following order of
preference:

Claimed in lower powered TPZ;

Not claimed;

Claimed in this TPZ;

Claimed in higher powered TPZ.

For example, MS ‘d’ 1256 in FIG. 12 is located in ‘TPZ,,’
1120, where it is being served by cell ‘1116 of AP ‘2°1114.
However, it is experiencing interference fromcell ‘e’ 1106 of
AP ‘1’1104 in “TPZ, ;* 1112. As shown in FIG. 14:

In step ‘1’ 1404, at time t,, the interfering AP ‘1’ 1104
broadcasts a claimed zone resource map 4, CZRM, ; 1406
for “TPZ, ;> 1112, indicating which radio resources 1418 it is
planning to use within cell ‘e’ 1106 in two upcoming trans-
mission opportunities starting at times t,, . (IXOP,,,, 1420)
and t1+k+1 (TXOPt1+k+1 1422)

Instep ‘2° 1410, at time t,,, the serving AP ‘2’ 1114 sends a
mobile station resource map 5,,MRM,, 1412 to MS *d’ 1256,
indicating the set of resources to be assigned to MS ‘d’ 1256
in an upcoming transmission opportunity starting at time t,,,
(TXOP,,,, 1414). It will be appreciated that the time refer-
ences or frame sequence numbers used in CZRM 1406 and
MRM 1412 are relative to AP ‘1 1104 and AP 2° 1114
respectively and may not be synchronized between AP ‘1’
1104 and AP 2’ 1114.

In step 3 1424, the transmissions of AP ‘1° 1104 and AP
2’ 1114 may not be frame aligned when received by MS ‘d’
1256. Therefore, MS ‘d’ 1256 may notice a difference in time
(At) 1416 between the start of a TXOP from AP ‘1’1104 and
the start of a corresponding TXOP from AP 2> 1114. As a
result, it is possible that transmissions from AP ‘1’ 1104 in
two adjacent TXOPs 1420 and 1422 will interfere with a
transmission 1414 from AP 2’ 1114.

In step ‘4’, at some time before the scheduled transmission
opportunity at t,,, (e.g., at t,,; ), MS ‘d’ 1256 sends a
resource contention report t,,, . RCRd 1430 to AP 2’ 1114
that reflects the claimed resources in all of the overlapping
TXOPs from all of the interfering APs in the ICIZ of MS “d’
1256.

In this and other embodiments, the contention report con-
structed by MS ‘d’ 1256 may include its preference 1428 for
each radio resource 1418 where the preference level ranges
from “most preferred” (value 1) to “least preferred” (value 4).
The preference level 1428 may be based on the maximum
value of the claims from AP ‘1’ 1104 in TXOP,, ,, 1420 and
TXOP,, .., 1422 and on signal quality measurements made
by MS “d’ 1256. More specifically, in this example, the report
indicates that one of the radio resources 1418 ‘R,’ intended
for use by MS ‘d’ 1256 has also been claimed by another AP
in that TXOP, but in a lower-power TPZ, thus making it a
preferred 1428 resource for use by MS ‘d’ 1256. Accordingly,
the other radio resource 1418 ‘RR;’ intended for use by MS
‘d” 1256 is currently not claimed in one of the overlapping
TXOPs. However, it is still subject to use within the contend-
ing cell, thus making it a less preferred 1428 radio resource
1418 for use by MS °d’ 1256. When radio resources 1418 for
TXOP,,,, 1414 are finally scheduled by AP ‘2° 1114, it may
choose to continue to use radio resources 1418 ‘RR,’ and
‘RR;’ on the assumption that there will be minimal interfer-
ence from the neighboring cell. Conversely, it may attempt to
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use preferred 1428 radio resources 1418 ‘RR,’and ‘RR,_,’ of
MS ‘d’ 1256 in an attempt to select the resources with the least
interference.

Alternatively, AP 2’ 1114 may defer transmissions and
assign radio resources 1418 to MS ‘d’ 1256 in a different
transmission time interval. The decision of whether to defer
transmission may be based on the nature of the traffic sched-
uled for transmission to MS ‘d’” 1256 (e.g. how close is the
queued information to its deadline) and may also be based on
additional information provided by MS ‘d’ 1256 (e.g. that the
resources claimed for a later TXOP indicate that additional
resources are becoming available).

The serving AP 2’ 1114 may also defer to the interfering
AP ‘1’1104 and avoid assignment of the resources identified
in the RCR for some period of time after the target transmis-
sion opportunity TXOP,,,, 1414. After that deferral period
has elapsed (e.g. at TXOP,,,,,,,), AP ‘2’ 1114 can attempt to
schedule use of the previously contended radio resources
1418 to determine if they are still in use by AP ‘1’1104 in the
ICIZ. The decision on whether or not to defer to another AP
may be based on a priority that is assigned to each cell in an
AP or that is derived from a known parameter (e.g. Physical
Cell ID).

In one embodiment, “busy tones” (i.e., sub-carriers) of an
Orthogonal Frequency-Division Multiplexing (OFDM) sym-
bol are used to claim resources rather than a control message
to announce the planned use of radio resources through a
claimed zone resource map (CZRM). In this embodiment, the
AP for each cell periodically broadcasts an OFDM symbol
with at least one reference sub-carrier of an OFDM symbol
(i.e. atone) in each resource block that is being claimed in an
upcoming TXOP. The OFDM symbol comprises the claimed
zone resource symbol (CZRS) in which power is applied to
the reference sub-carriers at the transmit power level for the
corresponding transmit power zone. The reference sub-carri-
ers may also be pre-coded or spatially multiplexed using the
same parameters that will be used for data transmission dur-
ing the upcoming transmission opportunity. The other tones
in the resource block may be used for other purposes (e.g. for
transmitting information to mobile stations).

If'the MS finds that resources allocated in its MRM conflict
with resources claimed in the CZRS from one or more of
neighboring cells, the MS sends a RCR to its serving AP
indicating which resources are in contention and providing an
alternate set of resources that are not. The RCR may also be an
OFDM symbol in which power is applied to each reference
sub-carrier that is being claimed by at least one of the neigh-
boring cells in the upcoming TXOP.

In an embodiment previously described in greater detail
herein, the MS provides its serving AP with the set of radio
resources claimed by a neighboring cell only when the MS
detects a conflict with the resources assigned by its serving
AP. In another embodiment, the MS acts as an over-the-air
(OTA) relay for the types of control messages typically
exchanged over the interface between APs in the backhaul
network, an interface such as the 3GPP LTE X2 interface.

In this embodiment, each AP periodically transmits a
CZRM indicating the radio resources that it plans to use in an
upcoming TXOP. When a MS receives a CZRM from a neigh-
boring cell, it forwards that information to its serving AP. The
APs then adjust their CZRM based on claims from other cells.
For example, radio resources could be pre-arranged into a set
of resource groups. Likewise, each cell may be given pre-
ferred access to a resource group based, for example, on its
physical cell ID such that the order of preference will be
different for different resource groups, thereby ensuring that
no cell can be starved for resources. Accordingly, if an AP
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determines that a neighboring cell has preferred access to a set
of contended resources, it defers to the neighbor and releases
its claim to the resources. Over time, the neighboring cells
will converge on a partitioning of radio resources based on
resource demands and on the relative preference levels of the
cells.

In an embodiment previously described in greater detail
herein, an AP broadcasts a set of power reference signals
(PRS) for each of its associated cells and uses the received
power reference signal strength (RPRSS) reported by a MS to
determine its corresponding path loss and transmit power
zone (TPZ). In another embodiment, the AP associated with
each cell periodically broadcasts a different set of PRS for
each TPZ such that the power level of the PRS defines the
extent of the TPZ. For example, in FIG. 11, PRS, ; is trans-
mitted at power level TP, , and defines the extentof “TPZ , ;’
1122. Accordingly, lower transmit power levels are targeted
at MSs that are closer to the AP and they may not be received
by MSs further from the AP or in shadowed areas of the cell.

In this embodiment, each MS is responsible for using the
PRS to determine the collection of TPZs in which it is cur-
rently operating. A MS identifies the time and frequency radio
resources assigned to power reference signals using cell con-
trol information (e.g. LTE System Information Block) that is
periodically broadcast throughout the cell by an AP. Coordi-
nation mechanisms between APs (e.g. based on the Physical
Cell ID) are required to ensure that reference signals in neigh-
boring cells use an orthogonal set of resources. The MS
performs SNR measurements on the PRS from the cells in its
serving set and deems itself to be covered by those TPZs
where the SNR of the power reference signal is above an
acceptable value. The MS (e.g., MS ‘d’ 1256 in FIG. 12) then
provides feedback to each cell in its serving cell set (MSCS)
to identify the TPZs covering it within each cell. In this and
other embodiments, the feedback may include the received
power level of the PRS, allowing the AP to dynamically adjust
the number, and extend, of each of the TPZs.

In an embodiment previously described in greater detail
herein, an AP broadcasts a set of PRS for each cell and uses
the RPRSS reported by a MS to determine its corresponding
path loss and TPZ. In this embodiment, the AP broadcasts a
different set of PRS for each TPZ in each cell such that the
power level of the PRS defines the extent of the TPZ. In
another embodiment, an AP broadcasts one set of power
reference signals for each cell and also broadcasts cell control
information (e.g. in the LTE System Information Block) that
defines the number of TPZs in the cell and the received power
reference signal strengths (RPRSS) that define the boundaries
of each TPZ. The MS then performs measurements on the
PRS received from the cell to determine the RPRSS at its
location. The MS then compares its measured RPRSS with
the entries in the list broadcast in the cell control information
and reports the identity of the TPZ (e.g. the index within the
list) associated with the matching entry to the serving AP.

In an embodiment previously described in greater detail
herein, an AP transmits a separate claimed zone resource map
(CZRM) for each transmit power zone (TPZ) in a cell, which
is broadcast at the transmit power level associated with that
TPZ. FIG. 15 is a simplified block diagram of a compact
claimed zone resource map (CCZRM) as implemented in an
alternate embodiment of the disclosure to mitigate interfer-
ence between wireless access points.

In this embodiment, a single compact claimed zone
resource map (CCZRM) for each transmission opportunity,
such as ‘CCZRM, @TXOP,,,” 1504, is used within each cell,
broadcast by the AP at the highest power level allowed for that
cell, or alternatively, at some reduced power level determined
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by administrative policies or power management algorithms.
Logically, the CCZRM contains an entry for each radio
resource 1502 in the uplink direction, the downlink direction,
or both, indicating the transmission power zone(s) where the
radio resource 1502 will be used within the cell in the upcom-
ing transmission opportunity.

In one embodiment, a single set of power reference signals
(PRS), such as ‘PRS,’ 1506, is used with transmission power
zone(s) defined by received power reference signal strength
(RPRSS) thresholds. In this embodiment, each entry of the
CCZRM contains either an indication that the radio resource
1502 is unclaimed or, if it is claimed, the identifier for the
transmission power zone (TPZ) where the radio resource
1502 will be used. In another embodiment, TPZ-specific PRS
are used. In this embodiment, each entry of the CCZRM
contains a reference 1508 to the PRS that defines the extent of
the TPZ where the radio resource 1502 will be used. If the
radio resource 1502 is not being claimed by this AP in the
upcoming TXOP, there is no reference to a corresponding
PRS.

For example, as shown in FIG. 15, radio resource 1502 ‘R’
has been claimed by AP ‘1’ 1104 for use in an upcoming
transmission opportunity TXOP,, .. This radio resource 1502
will be used within the TPZ defined by the power reference
signal at ‘index 3’ within the ‘PRS,’ 1506 set used by AP ‘1°
1104. Accordingly, the PRS at ‘index 3’ is transmitted at
power level ‘TP 1.2°, thereby defining the extent of ‘TPZ, ,’.
Likewise, radio resource 1502 ‘RR,,_,” has also been claimed
for use in ‘TPZ,,” (‘index 3’) while radio resources
1502°RR;’ and ‘RR’ been claimed for use in ‘TPZ, ; index
j-2°) and radio resource 1502 ‘RR,’ has been claimed for use
in ‘TPZ, ;’ (‘index 1°).

In various embodiments previously described in greater
detail herein, an AP is allowed to claim radio resources in the
uplink direction, the downlink direction, or both. However,
skilled practitioners of the art will be aware that the region
covered by a mobile station’s uplink transmission may be
different from the region covered by an AP’s downlink trans-
mission, which could possibly affect the claiming of uplink
resources and the reporting of those claims.

However, a mobile station (MS) may not be able to receive
transmissions directly from another MS in order to detect
uplink interference from other mobile stations. This is always
the case when frequency division duplexing (FDD) is used on
the radio link. Likewise, this is sometimes the case when time
division duplexing (TDD) is used, such as when MSs are
“hidden” from each other, either by topology or when search-
ing for the signal from another, possibly unknown, MS is
impractical.

FIG. 16 is a simplified topological diagram showing the
effect of an interfering mobile station inside of an inter-cell
interference zone (ICIZ) in accordance with an embodiment
of'the disclosure for mitigating interference between wireless
access points. Inthis embodiment, AP ‘2° 1614 comprises cell
‘B’ 1616, which in turn comprises transmit power zones
“TPZ,,” 1618, ‘TPZ,,> 1620, and ‘TPZ, ;* 1622. Likewise,
AP ‘4’1626 comprises cell “y> 1628, which further comprises
transmission power zones ‘TPZ, ;" 1630 and ‘TPZ, ,” 1632.
As showninFIG. 16, ‘ICIZ, ,’ 1638 between AP ‘4’1626 and
AP 2’ 1614 occurs mostly at the edges of the neighboring
cells in portions of transmit power zone ‘TPZ, ,” 1632 in AP
‘4>1126 and in portions of “TPZ, ;> 1622 in AP 2° 1614. As
likewise shown in FIG. 16, MS ‘k’ 1656 is operating within
‘ICIZ, , 1638 while MS ‘i’ 1654 is operating within
‘TPZ, ,” 1632, which contributes to the ‘ICIZ, ,” 1638. How-
ever, MS ‘1’1654 is not operating within ‘ICIZ, ,’ 1638 itself
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Since MS ‘1’ 1654 is outside of the ‘ICIZ, ,” 1638, and
beyond the range of AP ‘2° 1614, it is unable to report AP ‘2’
1614 claims for “TPZ, ;* 1622 to AP ‘4’ 1626. However, MS
k> 1656 can report AP ‘4’ 1626 claims for “TPZ, ;> 1632 to
AP ‘2’ 1614. As shown in FIG. 16, the region covered by the
uplink transmission from MS ‘i 1654 only extends to its
serving AP, AP ‘4’ 1626. However, the region covered by the
uplink transmission from MS ‘k’ 1656 extends to both its
serving AP, AP ‘2’ 1614 and to its neighboring AP, AP ‘4’
1626. Therefore, uplink resources assigned by AP ‘4” 1626 to
MS T 1654 should not be used by MS ‘k* 1656 as uplink
transmissions from MS ‘k’> 1656 would also be received as
interference by AP ‘4> 1626. This issue is successfully
resolved in various embodiments, described in greater detail
herein, by MS ‘k’ 1656 sending a resource contention report
to AP ‘2’1614, its serving AP, thereby causing it to avoid use
of the contended radio resources.

FIG. 17 is a is a simplified topological diagram showing a
mobile station as implemented in accordance with an
embodiment of the disclosure for calculating path loss to
mitigate interference between wireless access points. In this
embodiment, AP ‘2° 1614 comprises cell ‘B’ 1616, which in
turn comprises transmit power zones ‘TPZ,,” 1618, “TPZ,,’
1620, and “TPZ,;’ 1622. Likewise, AP ‘4” 1626 comprises
cell “y> 1628, which further comprises transmission power
zones ‘“TPZ,” 1630 and ‘“TPZ, ,> 1632. As shown in FIG. 17,
‘ICIZ,_,’ 1638 between AP ‘4’ 1626 and AP “2° 1614 occurs
mostly at the edges of the neighboring cells in portions of
transmit power zone ‘TPZ, ,’ 1632 in AP ‘4’ 1126 and in
portions of “TPZ, ;> 1622 in AP ‘2’ 1614. As likewise shown
in FIG. 17, mobile station (MS) 1756 is operating within
‘ICIZ,_,” 1638'and MS i' 1754 is operating within ‘TPZ, ,’
1632, which contributes to the ‘ICIZ, ,” 1638. However, MS
i' 1754 is not operating within ‘ICIZ,_,” 1638 itself

In an embodiment previously described in greater detail
herein, an AP broadcasts a set of power reference signals
(PRS) for each cell and uses the received power reference
signal strength (RPRSS) reported by a MS to determine its
corresponding path loss and transmit power zone (TPZ). In
this embodiment, the AP broadcasts the transmit power level
associated with the PRS such that the MSs can directly cal-
culate and report the downlink path loss. Assuming that the
path loss is reciprocal, the MS may use this calculation to
determine if its uplink transmission will interfere with recep-
tions by a neighboring AP.

Referring now to FIG. 17, MS 1756 receives the PRS and
the associated transmit power level, TP, , 1638, from the
neighboring AP, AP ‘4’ 1626. Based on the RPRSS, MS 1756
can calculate the downlink path loss from AP ‘4’ 1626, path-
loss (1), and estimate the uplink path loss to AP ‘4’, path-
loss (n,,) 1762, where:

pathloss (#254)=pathloss (#254)=(TP, ,—~RPRSS, p4)

Likewise, AP ‘2° 1614 sends a mobile station resource map
(MRM) to MS 1756, which is used either independently or
jointly with AP ‘2* 1614 to determine the transmit power
“TP,;»" 1760 to be used by MS 1756 for uplink transmissions
to AP 2’1614 during an upcoming transmission opportunity.
In this embodiment, MS 1756 can estimate the strength of
these uplink transmissions when they are received by AP ‘4’
162 where:

RSS;;,,=TP, n—pathloss (11,4)

If this estimated value is below some predefined threshold
(i.e.RSS,,;,<RSS,,,..»), then any uplink resources claimed by
AP ‘41626 in TPZ,, , 1632 may be deemed acceptable in the
resource contention report (RCR) sent by MS ‘n” 1756 to AP
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‘2’ 1614, allowing AP ‘2° 1614 and AP ‘4’ 1626 to schedule
the concurrent use of those uplink radio resources.

FIG. 18 is a is a simplified topological diagram showing an
embodiment of the disclosure for mitigating interference in a
contention-based system such as that of an IEEE 802.11
wireless LAN. In this embodiment, a transmit power zone
(TPZ) is defined by the extent of a Request-To-Send (RTS)
transmitted by an Access Point (AP) at a certain transmit
power level to a Mobile Station (MS). As shown in FIG. 20,
AP ‘1’ 1804 comprises “TPZ, ,” 1808, ‘TPZ, ,” 1810, and
‘TPZ, ;> 1812, which respectively correspond to ‘RTS(a)’
1850, ‘RTS(b)’ 1852, and ‘RTS(c) 1854. Likewise, AP ‘2’
1814 comprises ‘TPZ, ,” 1818, ‘TPZ,,’ 1820, and ‘TPZ, ;’
1822, with “TPZ,,” 1820, and “TPZ, ;> 1822 respectively
corresponding to ‘RTS(d)’ 1856 and ‘RTS(k)’ 1858. As like-
wise shown in FIG. 18, AP ‘4’ 1824 comprises “TPZ, ;> 1830
and “TPZ, ,> 1832, which respectively correspond to ‘RTS(1)’
1862 and ‘RTS(h)’ 1860.

As shown in FIG. 18, the inter-cell interference zone
(IC17) “IC1Z, , ;> 1836 between AP ‘1° 1804 and AP ‘2’1814
occurs mostly at the edges of “TPZ, ;> 1812 in AP ‘1’ 1804
and of “TPZ, ;> 1822 in AP ‘2°1814. Likewise, ‘ICIZ, " 1838
between AP ‘4” 1824 and AP ‘2’ 1814 occurs mostly at the
edges of “TPZ,,” 1832 in AP ‘4’ 1824 and ‘“TPZ, ;” 1822 in
AP ‘2’ 1814. Likewise, the ICIZ, ,’ 1834 between AP ‘4’
1834 and AP ‘1’ 1804 likewise occurs mostly at the edges of
“TPZ.,,’ 1832 in AP ‘4> 1824 and ‘TPZ, ;” 1812 in AP 2’
1804.

In this embodiment, an inter-cell interference zone (ICIZ)
is a region where overlapping Requests-to-Send (RTS) are
received from different APs. For example, ‘ICIZ, ,” 1838 is
the result of an RTS transmitted from AP ‘2’ 1814 to MS ‘k’
1858 at the same time that an RTS is transmitted from AP ‘4’
1824 to MS ‘g’ 1852. Accordingly, the RTS acts as both a
claimed zone resource map (CZRM) and as a mobile station
resource map (MRM). The source address in the RTS frame
identifies the AP claiming the resources and the destination
address in the RTS frame identifies the MS being assigned the
resources. For example, when the RTS transmitted from AP
2’ 1814 is received by MS ‘k’ 1858 and MS ‘g’ 1852, this is
an indication to both MSs that the radio resources have been
claimed by AP ‘2° 1814 and assigned to MS ‘k’ 1858.

Likewise, the Clear-To-Send (CTS) transmitted by a MS
acts as a resource contention report (RCR) both to the serving
AP and to neighboring APs. It is equivalent to notifying the
serving AP that the resource assignment is acceptable and to
notifying the neighboring APs that they should not use these
resources. For example, when the CTS(k) 1864 transmitted
from MS ‘k’ 1864 is received by AP ‘2’1814 and AP ‘4° 1824,
it serves as an indication to AP ‘2’ 1814, the serving AP, that
the resource assignment was successful and serves as an
indication to AP ‘4’ 1824, the neighboring AP, that its claim in
the RTS sent to MS ‘g’ 1852 was not successful and that it
should refrain from using the radio resources for the period
defined by the CTS.

From the foregoing, it will be apparent to skilled practitio-
ners of the art that the use of mobile station-assisted interfer-
ence mitigation procedures in a heterogeneous wireless net-
work environment enables dynamic radio resource allocation
across neighboring cells. Furthermore, such resource alloca-
tion accommodates both cell edge and overlay interference
scenarios and likewise provides management of radio
resources in the time, frequency and spatial (i.e., transmit
power) domains and may be extended to the coding dimen-
sion.

Moreover, the allocation of radio resources can be based on
instantaneous demand rather than statistical averaging of traf-
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fic. Likewise, the determination of coverage and interference
zones can be based on information and measurement of sig-
nals actually received from serving and neighboring cells,
which reflect true conditions in the propagation environment.
Furthermore, real-time coordination can be achieved between
APs that may not be able to communicate directly (e.g. viaa
backhaul network). Likewise, direct communication is only
required between a MS and its serving AP as the MS only
needs to monitor broadcasts from interfering neighbor APs.
Furthermore, the degree of interference allowed between
cells can be dynamically adjusted by changing transmit
power levels based on resource conflict and usage reports
received from the same MSs that are the target of an upcom-
ing transmission. Likewise, radio resource coordination is
enabled with macro (e.g., eNB) cells in femtocell (e.g.,
HeNB) deployments.

Those of skill in the art will likewise recognize that preva-
lent approaches within the wireless industry do not currently
use feedback from the MS as a mechanism for dynamically
managing the use of radio resources across a network. More
specifically, the current approaches listed below embody the
following limitations:

Multi-channel spectrum planning. The available spectrum
is sub-divided into a number of non-overlapping channels and
each cell within an AP is configured with the identity of the
channel that it is to use. Off-line planning is used to ensure
that cells within a neighboring AP are assigned different
channels so that they do not interfere with each other. Accord-
ingly, lower system capacity results due to the static partition-
ing of the available spectrum. In addition, off-line planning
can be manually intensive and require network monitoring.

Dynamic frequency allocation. As before, the available
spectrum is sub-divided into a number of non-overlapping
channels. However, each Access Point dynamically deter-
mines which channel(s) it should use based on an algorithm.
While this solution eliminates some of the manual labor asso-
ciated with multi-channel spectrum planning, it still results in
lower system capacity due to the static partitioning of the
available spectrum.

Fractional frequency reuse (FFR). The available spectrum
is sub-divided into a number of non-overlapping sub-bands
and each cell within an AP is configured with the identity of
the sub-band that it is to use in the edge region of its cell. In
central regions ofthe cell closerto the AP, it canattemptto use
all of the radio resources within the available spectrum. Oft-
line planning is used to determine the transmit power level to
be used by an AP that marks the boundary between an edge
region and a central region. This approach results in lower
system capacity due to the static partitioning of the available
spectrum in the edge region of the cell. In addition, off-line
planning can be manually intensive and require network
monitoring.

Adaptive fractional frequency reuse (AFFR). An AP may
be configured with one or more FFR profiles where each
profile defines the sub-band to be used in the edge region and
the transmit power level determining the boundary between
an edge region and a central region. The AP adjusts its opera-
tion to migrate between profiles based on the level of inter-
ference reported by its MS or based on signaling received
from neighboring APs via the backhaul network. The adjust-
ments in sub-band allocation and transmit power levels hap-
pen infrequently and must be coordinated by signaling over
the backhaul network to prevent “flapping” between profiles
as the neighboring APs also attempt to adjust to different
profiles.
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In contrast, the embodiments of the disclosure previously
described in greater detail herein provide the following capa-
bilities:

Interference mitigation exploits multiple dimensions of the
radio resource domain—time, frequency and space.
Existing solutions only focus on the frequency dimen-
sion.

Mobile Stations act as a conduit for passing information
between APs, allowing information to be exchanged in
real-time between them, that in other circumstances,
they would not be able to communicate. Existing
approaches rely on the existence of a common backhaul
network to allow communications between APs.
Accordingly, cooperation between APs is not possible if
this common network does not exist (e.g. if the APs are
in different administrative domains or in different radio
access networks).

The detection of inter-cell interference zones is based on
reception of over-the-air (OTA) signals by a MS from
neighboring cells which, by its very nature, reflects the
actual—and dynamically changing—propagation envi-
ronment in which each individual MS operates. Existing
approaches rely on modeling techniques that are less
accurate and do not cater to the conditions currently
being experienced by an individual MS.

The dynamic detection of inter-cell interference zones
accommodates deployment scenarios that involve over-
lapping coverage at the edges of a cell, underlay cover-
age provided by micro-, pico- and femto-cells, and
irregular islands of coverage resulting from the vagaries
of the RF propagation environment. Existing
approaches only deal with overlapping coverage at the
nominal (e.g., circular) edges of a cell.

The detection and avoidance of resource conflicts is
dynamic and does not rely on off-line planning. Existing
approaches are static and are based on off-line measure-
ments and spectrum planning.

The detection of resource conflicts, and the selection of
available resources, is based on the actual assignment of
radio resources by APs that is updated in real-time with
their anticipated usage. Existing approaches rely on sta-
tistical averaging of resource usage to statically partition
resources amongst potentially contending APs.

Radio resources are dynamically claimed and allotted to
APs based on their instantaneous traffic requirements;
these assignments can then be adjusted based on real-
time feedback of resource conflicts. Existing approaches
statically partition radio resources amongst APs, based
on their potential for experiencing resource contention.

Although the described exemplary embodiments disclosed
herein are described with reference to mitigating interference
between access points in a heterogeneous wireless network
environment, the present disclosure is not necessarily limited
to the example embodiments which illustrate inventive
aspects of the present disclosure that are applicable to a wide
variety of authentication algorithms. Thus, the particular
embodiments disclosed above are illustrative only and should
not be taken as limitations upon the present disclosure, as the
disclosure may be modified and practiced in different but
equivalent manners apparent to those skilled in the art having
the benefit of the teachings herein. Accordingly, the foregoing
description is not intended to limit the disclosure to the par-
ticular form set forth, but on the contrary, is intended to cover
such alternatives, modifications and equivalents as may be
included within the spirit and scope of the disclosure as
defined by the appended claims so that those skilled in the art
should understand that they can make various changes, sub-

25

40

45

60

28

stitutions and alterations without departing from the spirit and
scope of the disclosure in its broadest form.

What is claimed is:

1. A mobile station comprising:

processing logic operable to mitigate interference between

a first wireless access point (AP) of a plurality of access
points (APs) and at least a second wireless AP of the
plurality of APs;
processing logic operable to determine a first set of radio
resources claimed for assignment by the first AP;

processing logic operable to determine a second set of
radio resources claimed for assignment by the second
AP, a first set of resources claimed for assignment by a
wireless AP for use in a first transmit power zone (TPZ)
corresponding to a first transmit power level (TPL), and
a second set of resources claimed for assignment by the
wireless AP for use in a second TPZ corresponding to a
second TPL; and

processing logic operable to communicate interference

mitigation data associated with the first and second sets
of radio resources to the first wireless AP such that
interference is mitigated,
wherein the mobile station is operable to respectively
determine claims for the first and second set of resources
when the mobile station is located within the first and
second TPZs, and wherein the mobile station receives
from the first wireless AP resource preference informa-
tion prioritizing the first TPZ and the second TPZ based
on the first and second TPLs, respectively, such that the
mobile station mitigates interference between the first
and second wireless APs by selecting one of the first set
of resources claimed or the second set of resources
claimed based on the prioritizing the first TPZ and the
second TPZ.
2. The mobile station of claim 1, wherein the mobile station
is operable to communicate interference mitigation data com-
prising the second set of radio resources to the first wireless
AP.
3. The mobile station of claim 1, wherein:
at least one of the radio resources from the first set of radio
resources claimed by the first wireless AP is also
included in the second set of radio resources claimed
contemporaneously by the second wireless AP; and

the mobile station is operable to communicate interference
mitigation data comprising the second set of radio
resources to the first wireless AP.

4. The mobile station of claim 1, wherein:

at least one of the radio resources from the first set of radio

resources claimed by the first wireless AP is also
included in the second set of radio resources claimed
contemporaneously by the second wireless AP; and

the mobile station is operable to communicate interference

mitigation data comprising radio resource assignment
conflict data to the first wireless AP, the radio resource
assignment conflict data comprising the set of conflicted
resources included in both the first and second sets of
radio resources.

5. The mobile station of claim 1, wherein the mobile station
is operable to process the first and second sets of claimed
radio resources to generate interference mitigation data com-
prising radio resource selection data, the radio resource selec-
tion data comprising a set of selected radio resources from the
first set of radio resources and a preference value assigned by
the mobile station to each resource in the set of selected radio
resources.
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6. The mobile station of claim 1, comprising:

processing logic operable to determine that the claim for
the first set of resources is transmitted by the wireless AP
at the first TPL;

processing logic operable to determine that the claim for
the second set of resources is transmitted by the wireless
AP at the second TPL; and

processing logic operable to determine that the mobile
station is located within the first TPZ if the mobile sta-
tion successfully decodes the claim for the first set of
resources and is located within the second TPZ if the
mobile station successfully decodes the claim for the
second set of resources.

7. The mobile station of claim 1, comprising:

processing logic operable to determine that a first set of
power reference signals (PRS) transmitted by the wire-
less AP at the first transmit power level (TPL) is associ-
ated with the first transmit power zone (TPZ);

processing logic operable to determine that a second set of
PRS transmitted by the wireless AP at the second TPL is
associated with the second TPZ; and

processing logic operable to determine that the mobile
station is located within the first TPZ if the mobile sta-
tion successfully decodes the first set of PRS and is
located within the second TPZ if the mobile station
successfully decodes the second set of PRS.

8. The mobile station of claim 1, comprising:

processing logic operable to determine that a first set of
pathloss data is associated with the first transmit power
zone (TPZ);

processing logic operable to determine that a second set of
pathloss data is associated with the second TPZ;

processing logic operable to determine a transmit power
level (TPL) associated with a set of power reference
signals (PRS) transmitted by the wireless AP;

processing logic operable to successfully decode the set of
PRS, measure a Signal to Interference-plus-Noise Ratio
(SINR) of the received PRS, and calculate a pathloss of
the PRS; and

processing logic operable to determine that the mobile
station is located within the first TPZ if the calculated
pathloss matches the first set of pathloss data and is
located within the second TPZ if the calculated pathloss
matches the second set of pathloss data.

9. A method for mitigating interference between wireless

access points, comprising:

mitigating interference between a first wireless access
point (AP) of a plurality of access points (APs) and at
least a second wireless AP of the plurality of APs by
using processing logic of a mobile station;

determining, by the mobile station, a first set of radio
resources claimed for assignment by the first AP;

determining, by the mobile station, a second set of radio
resources claimed for assignment by the second AP;

communicating, by the mobile station, interference miti-
gation data associated with the first and second sets of
radio resources to the first wireless AP such that inter-
ference is mitigated;

determining a first set of resources claimed for assignment
by a wireless AP for use in a first transmit power zone
(TPZ) corresponding to a first transmit power level
(TPL);

determining a second set of resources claimed for assign-
ment by the wireless AP for use in a second TPZ corre-
sponding to a second TPL;
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respectively determining the claims for the first and second
set of resources via the mobile station when the mobile
station is located within the first and second TPZs;

prioritizing the first and second TPZs based on power lev-
els of the first and second TPZs;

achieving the mitigating interference between the first and
second wireless APs by selecting one of the first set of
resources claimed or the second set of resources claimed
based on the prioritizing.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the mobile station

communicates interference mitigation data comprising the
second set of radio resources to the first wireless AP.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein:

at least one of the radio resources from the first set of radio
resources claimed by the first wireless AP is also
included in the second set of radio resources claimed
contemporaneously by the second wireless AP; and

the mobile station communicates interference mitigation
data comprising the second set of radio resources to the
first wireless AP.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein:

at least one of the radio resources from the first set of radio
resources claimed by the first wireless AP is also
included in the second set of radio resources claimed
contemporaneously by the second wireless AP; and

the mobile station communicates interference mitigation
data comprising radio resource assignment conflict data
to the first wireless AP, the radio resource assignment
conflict data comprising a set of conflicted resources
included in both the first and second sets of radio
resources.

13. The method of claim 9, wherein:

the mobile station processes the first and second sets of
claimed radio resources to generate interference mitiga-
tion data comprising radio resource selection data, the
radio resource selection data comprising a set of selected
radio resources from the first set of radio resources and
apreference value assigned by the mobile station to each
resource in the set of selected radio resources.

14. The method of claim 9, comprising:

determining that the claim for the first set of resources is
transmitted by the wireless AP at the first TPL;

determining that the claim for the second set of resources is
transmitted by the wireless AP at the second TPL; and

determining that the mobile station is located within the
first TPZ if the mobile station successfully decodes the
claim for the first set of resources and is located within
the second TPZ if the mobile station successfully
decodes the claim for the second set of resources.

15. The method of claim 9, comprising:

determining that a first set of power reference signals
(PRS) transmitted by the wireless AP at the first transmit
power level (TPL) is associated with the first transmit
power zone (TPZ);

determining that a second set of PRS transmitted by the
wireless AP at the second TPL is associated with the
second TPZ; and

determining that the mobile station is located within the
first TPZ if the mobile station successfully decodes the
first set of PRS and is located within the second TPZ if
the mobile station successfully decodes the second set of
PRS.

16. The method of claim 9, comprising:

determining that a first set of pathloss data is associated
with the first transmit power zone (TPZ);

determining that a second set of pathloss data is associated
with the second TPZ;
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determining the transmit power level (TPL) associated
with a set of power reference signals (PRS) transmitted
by the wireless AP;

successfully decoding the set of PRS, measuring a Signal
to Interference-plus-Noise Ratio (SINR) of the received 5
PRS, and calculating a pathloss of the PRS; and

determining that the mobile station is located within the
first TPZ if the calculated pathloss matches the first set of
pathloss data and is located within the second TPZ if the
calculated pathloss matches the second set of pathloss 10
data.
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